
Michael Wise was appointed Acting Director of the South Carolina Department of Insurance in April 
2022.  A South Carolina native and graduate of Furman University, Wise has spent most of his career 
fostering a well-functioning insurance market that benefits both consumers and insurers alike through 
fair and responsive regulation.  Prior to his appointment as Acting Director, he served as Deputy Director 
of the Actuarial and Market Services Division, responsible for actuarial analyses, policy form and rate 
reviews, and the monitoring of traditional insurance markets.  He has also been an active participant in 
the National Association of Insurance Commissioners meetings and initiatives.  


Wise believes consumer protection is at the heart of insurance regulation and seeks to balance 
affordability and availability of insurance products to ensure South Carolina consumers are protected by 
strong, solvent carriers.   He began his career at the Department in 2009 as a rates analyst before moving 
into various actuarial and management roles.  He has sought to guarantee transparency throughout the 
rate filing process by encouraging open communication with carriers.  He believes a competitive 
marketplace is key to consumers having access to the insurance products they need at prices that are as 
affordable as possible, while ensuring companies are able to pay claims and remain solvent.


Wise holds a bachelor’s degree in mathematics-economics from Furman, is an Associate of the Casualty 
Actuarial Society, a member of the American Academy of Actuaries, and a recent graduate of the South 
Carolina Executive Institute.  Wise is also a recent recipient of the American Academy of Actuaries’ Rising 
Actuary Award.  


Director Wise resides with his wife, Jennifer, and two children, Walt and Evers, in Richland County in 
Columbia, SC and is an active member and volunteer at Shandon Baptist Church.


